
 

Issue 3 March 2007 

 This History Newsletter brought to you by  

Phi Eta  Westminster Chapter 

WELCOME to the next issue of Westminster’s Phi Alpha Theta Newsletter!  Due to the semester break, 

we’re a bit late.  But don’t let that stop you from celebrating Women’s History Month! 

 

This month, celebrate the contribution women have made to our country‘s past.  Once, not so long ago, women 

were considered second-class citizens who only existed within the domestic sphere of home and family.  It took 

many women many years of hard work to convince society of their importance. 

 

Phi Alpha Theta is the national history honors society ―whose mission is to promote the study of history through 

the encouragement of research, good teaching, publication and the exchange of learning and ideas among histori-

ans.‖              — Sherrie Bakelar 

Over the years, the women’s movement has benefitted from the 

unique personalities and inspiration of several different women. 

Happy Birthday, your Honors! 

3/1/1872:  Yellowstone 

National Park estab-

lished. 

 

3/15/44 BCE: Julius Cae-

sar is assassinated 

 

3/25/1911: Triangle 

Shirtwaist Fire in New 

York City. 

 

This Month in History 

Women Warriors 

Calendar of Events 

Art of the Depression: March 13 @ 7:pm Utah Museum of Fine Arts  The Utah Opera 

will perform scenes from their new version of ―The Grapes of Wrath‖ based on the book 

by John Steinbeck.  Afterward, the documentary Dorothea Lange: A Visual Life will be 

presented.  Further Details:  Utah Museum of Fine Arts 

 

Murray Shakespeare Festival: March 15 and 16 @ 5:30 pm  Murray High School  A 

local version of the Utah Shakespearean Festival, culminating in a condensed version of A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream on Friday.  Further Details: Murray Shakespeare Festival 

 

Revisiting Utah‘s Past Now to Aug 12 @ Utah Museum of Fine Arts  Exhibit includes 

paintings of pioneer homes, industrial subjects and photos and illustrations of Utah Terri-

tory. Further Details:  Utah Museum of Fine Arts 

 

 

Making History 

Book Highlights 
 

The 51% Minority 

     by Lis Wiehl 

 

 

 

 

Movie Highlights 
 

Zodiac March 2 

 directed by David Fincher 

300 March 9 

 directed by Zack Snyder 

Pride March 23 

 directed by Sunu Gonera 

Spring is in the air! 

We welcome questions and comments! 

 

Contributors this issue:  Jennifer Stoddard, Amy Yag, Sherrie Bakelar 

Design and layout: Sherrie Bakelar 

Sources:  
Women’s History Month: http://www.history.com/minisites/womenhist/ 

This Month in History: http://www.history.com/tdih.do 

Making History: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/collection/collection_cds2.asp?PID=14558&z=y&cds2Pid=14578 , http://

imdb.com/title/tt0416449/ , http://imdb.com/title/tt0475355/ , http://imdb.com/title/tt0443706/ 

Women Warriors: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAsuffrage.htm , http://www.bartleby.com/66/66/55166.html , http://

www.time.com/time/time100/leaders/profile/sanger.html , http://www.gale.com/free_resources/whm/bio/steinem_g.htm , http://

www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=62 

Happy Birthday: http://www.oyez.org/justices/justice/?justice=seat-seven/ruth_bader_ginsburg , The Supreme Court A to Z, 3rd edition by Ken-

neth Jost, CQ Press, 1993 

Yellowstone: http://www.nps.gov/archive/yell/slidefile/history/1872_1918/military/Page.htm 

Herodotus’ History: http://www.parstimes.com/history/herodotus/persian_wars/polymnia.html 

 

Fanny Wright 

Yellowstone National Park — est. March 1872 

Her writings in the 1820s 

called for, among other 

things, birth control, univer-

sal suffrage and free secular 

education. 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/

REwright.htm 

Betty Freidan 

"They who say that women do not desire 

the right of suffrage, that they prefer mas-

culine domination to self-government, 

falsify every page of history, every fact in 

human experience. It has taken the whole 

power of the civil and canon law to hold 

woman in the subordinate position which 

it is said she willingly accepts. " 
                 —Elizabeth Cady  
                               Stanton (seated)  

Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton began her career as an abolitionist.  When 

she and other women delegates to the World Anti-Slavery Conven-

tion in London in 1840 were refused seating because they were 

women, she returned to the United states and, along with Lucretia 

Mott and others, organized the Women‘s Rights Convention in Se-

neca Falls.   

 

In 1852, Susan B. Anthony joined with Elizabeth Cady Stanton to 

campaign for women‘s suffrage and equal pay.  They would later 

work together, forming the National Women‘s Suffrage Association. 

http://concise.britannica.com/ebc/art-18280 

Margaret Sanger Gloria Steinem 

http://www.harrywalker.com/

ovations_template.cfm?Spea_ID=219 

Freidan‘s 1963 book, The 

Feminine Mystique touched 

off the feminist movement that 

continues today, calling atten-

tion to the frustration felt by 

women who were expected to 

live vicariously through their 

husbands and children. 

http://www.time.com/time/time100/

leaders/profile/sanger.html 

http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2006/02/04/

betty-friedan-060204.html 

http://www.oyez.org/justices/

justice/?justice=seat-seven/

ruth_bader_ginsburg 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born on March 15, 

1933, in Brooklyn, New York.  Ginsburg grew up 

in a Brooklyn neighborhood consisting mostly of 

poor, working class Jewish, Italian, and Irish im-

migrants. She attended Cornell University gradu-

ating first in her class and later attended Harvard 

law school where she excelled academically.   

While attending Harvard Ginsburg earned a posi-

tion with the law review and after transferring to 

Columbia Law School earned a law review posi-

tion there.  She was the first woman to achieve 

the honored position at two major schools. After a 

year at Columbia, Ginsburg graduated at the top 

of her class.  After law school, Ginsburg worked 

to advance several feminist causes.  She battled 

for maternity leave rights for schoolteachers in 

New Jersey and began an active participation in 

the American Civil Liberties Union.   In 1972, 

Ginsburg became the first woman hired with ten-

ure at Columbia Law School.   She also became 

the first director of the ACLU's Women's Rights 

Project that same year.  Ginsburg would be nomi-

nated by President Jimmy Carter to serve as a 

judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals in the D.C. 

Circuit where she served until 1993 when Presi-

dent Clinton nominated her to succeed retiring 

Justice Byron R. White.   Clinton praised her for 

her efforts in advancing women's rights.    And 

though Ginsburg had leanings towards the liberal 

side of the Court's political spectrum, she would 

not hesitate to vote with her conservative col-

leagues on issues she was passionate about.   She 

has continued to strive in promoting women's 

rights from the High Court. 

     

           — Jennifer Stoddard 

After being dedicated as a national park, Yellowstone faced 

budgetary problems which led to neglect.  This threatened the 

existence of the park as poachers slaughtered animals, souvenir 

hunters collected pieces of the geysers, and squatters made their 

homes within the borders.  To combat this problem, the Secre-

tary of the Interior requested aid from the Secretary of War and 

in 1886, a detachment of fifty soldiers entered the park.  They 

would remain the guardians of this national treasure until 1918 

when the forest rangers took over. 

Old Faithful soldier station & Giantess geyser, Geyser Hill in background; Detroit Photographic Co.; 1902 copy  

It’s a movie based on a graphic 

novel, so one shouldn’t expect his-

torical accuracy.  However, it’s an 

excellent excuse to retell one of his-

tory’s great stories.   

From Herodotus’ History  bk. 7 

 

Xerxes, king of the Persians, went to war against the Grecian city-states 

and was determined to conquer Athens.  ―What the exact number of the 

troops of each nation was I cannot say with certainty- for it is not men-

tioned by any one- but the whole land army together was found to 

amount to one million seven hundred thousand men.‖  Xerxes called 

upon a Greek slave and asked him, ―Will the Greeks lift a hand against 

us? Mine own judgment is, that even if all the Greeks and all the bar-

barians of the West were gathered together in one place, they would not 

be able to abide my onset, not being really of one mind. But I would 

fain know what thou thinkest hereon.‖  To which the slave answered:   

―‗Brave are all the Greeks who dwell in any Dorian land; but what I am about to say does not concern all, but only 

the [Spartans]. First then, come what may, they will never accept thy terms, which would reduce Greece to slavery; 

and further, they are sure to join battle with thee, though all the rest of the Greeks should submit to thy will. As for 

their numbers, do not ask how many they are, that their resistance should be a possible thing; for if a thousand of 

them should take the field, they will meet thee in battle, and so will any number, be it less than this, or be it more.‘  

When Xerxes heard this answer of [the slave], he laughed .‖   Out-numbered, three hundred Spartans held the 

beach against the mighty army of the Persians.  When warned by a another that ―‗Such was the number of the bar-

barians, that when they shot forth their arrows the sun would be darkened by their multitude.‘ Dieneces [a Spar-

tan], not at all frightened at these words, but making light of the Median numbers, answered ‗Our Trachinian friend 

brings us excellent tidings. If the Medes darken the sun, we shall have our fight in the shade.‘‖   Though the 

Spartans fell in the end, they accomplished their goal of holding off the army‘s advance long enough for the citi-

zen‘s of Athens to reach safety.      

                                   — Sherrie Bakelar 

 

For the full story, check out Classical History this Fall. 

http://www.nps.gov/archive/yell/slidefile/

thermalfeatures/geysers/upper/

Images/04802.jpg 

This photo is in the public domain 

American journalist and feminist leader, Gloria Steinem wrote a short biog-

raphy on Margaret Sanger saying, ―She taught us, first, to look at the world 

as if women mattered.‖  Margaret worked diligently to improve women‘s 

reproductive freedom.  She battled the Comstock Act, which made distrib-

uting information about contraception illegal, and, in 1916,  was arrested 

for distributing information about birth control.            — Sherrie Bakelar 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Sandra Day O’Connor 

For Further Reading: 
 

Backlash: The undeclared war against American Women by Susan Faludi 

Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination by Charles J. Shindo 

Remarkable Women of the Twentieth Century: 100 Portraits of Achievement by Kristen Golden 

 and Barbara Findlen 

Scorched Earth: How the fires of Yellowstone changed America by Rocky Barker 

The Trial of Susan B. Anthony by Susan B. Anthony, introduction by Lynn Sherr 

The Yellowstone Story: A History of our first national park by Aubrey L. Haines 

Women’s Lives, Men’s Laws by Catharine A. MacKinnon 

In honor of women‘s history month, Phi Alpha 

Theta would like to recognize the many accom-

plishments of Supreme Court justice Sandra Day 

O‘Connor.  In 1981, President Ronald Regan 

made a historic decision when he nominated 

O‘Connor for a seat on the high court.  Sandra 

Day O‘Connor, born March 26, 1930, was the 

first woman in history to serve in this honorable 

position.  This struggling lawyer had a hard time 

getting her career started following her comple-

tion of law school, due to the fact that women 

were not recognized as members of the legal 

community.  Following graduation, O‘Connor 

first served as a civilian attorney for the United 

States Army.  Before being chosen for the Su-

preme Court, O‘Connor was also a member of the 

Arizona Court of Appeals.  Regan‘s historic deci-

sion to nominate O‘Connor had a strong impact 

on the court‘s rulings.  Upon taking her seat, 

O‘Connor ―joined in taking conservative posi-

tions – sometimes in dissent, sometimes in the 

majority – to permit regulation of abortion proce-

dures, narrow affirmative action, and reduce ob-

stacles to capital punishment.‖  During her twenty

-five years of service, O‘Connor was a prominent 

presence on the Supreme Court.  Her accomplish-

ments deserve to be recognized.  As the first 

woman to sit on the Supreme Court, Sandra Day 

O‘Connor joins the rank of women that have 

made significant advances for their gender‘s suc-

cess.  Her service to her country makes her an 

admirable woman, certainly worthy of recogni-

tion during women‘s history month. 

  

    — Amy Yag 
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