Honors 202.02 (Spring 2008)

MW 2:00-3:50
Gore 108
Prof. Richard Badenhausen Prof. Nick More
Office: Nunemaker Office: Foster 418
Office Hours: MW 10:30-12:00, TTH 9:00-10:00 Office Hours: TTH 11:30-2
& by appointment & by appointment
Office phone: 832-2460 Office phone: 832-2410
email: rjb@westminstercollege.edu email: nmore@westminstercollege.edu

Webpages
Badenhausen: http://www.westminstercollege.edu/rjb

More: http://people.westminstercollege.edu/faculty/nmore/index.html
Honors Program: http://www.westminstercollege.edu/honors/

Required Texts
Beckett, Endgame (Evergreen/Grove)

Kafka & Kuper, The Metamorphosis (Three Rivers)

Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals, 2™ ed. (Prentice Hall)

Maclntyre, After Virtue: Study in Moral Theory, 3" ed. (U Notre Dame)

McCarthy, The Road (Vintage)

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality and Other Writings, Rev. ed. (Cambridge)
Shakespeare, The Tempest (Bantam Classic)

Toole, A Confederacy of Dunces (Grove)

Goals for student learning

1) To acquire an understanding and appreciation of Western literary and historical texts written after
1600.

2) To learn the necessary skills that enable one to discuss and to think critically about those texts, and
especially how to ask analytical questions.

3) To cultivate a working vocabulary of literary and historical terms and concepts that will help in
fulfilling #2 above.

4) To understand how various cultural and historical conditions influenced the creation of those texts.
5) To improve writing skills by learning how to make clear arguments and defend those arguments with
specific evidence.

6) To learn the difference between argument and opinion, and apply that understanding to your own
written and oral arguments about texts.

7) To cultivate the ability to enjoy literature and history in some fashion.

Written Work

1) Formal Papers

You will write two formal papers, due on M 2/18 & W 4/16. We will spend plenty of time during and
outside of class working through the paper assignments. Please submit two copies of those essays. All
essays should be typed and follow the MLA format for research papers. MLA guidelines are available at
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html or more extensively in the MLA Handbook
for Writers of Research Papers (6™ ed), which is available for purchase at the bookstore.

2) Informal Writing

Most of the writing we do in this class will be informal in nature and will consist of brief, in-class
exercises and out-of-class “prompts.” You will write an average of one out-of-class prompt per week.
They should range from 1-2 pages typed (follow MLA format for headings and titles) and will address
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topics related to the material from that week’s class sessions: see the assignment sheet below for prompt
topics and due dates. These prompts must be turned in during class--late prompts are not accepted. If
you can’t attend class, make arrangements for the delivery of your prompt by courier, mail (postmarked
the day of class), FAX (832-3102), or email. Use prompts to take chances intellectually; prompts are
never “wrong”--they contain your ideas about the text and should help guide your in-class discussion.

Prompts not turned in the day of class receive no credit. You also must staple a completed prompt self-
evaluation cover sheet to each prompt (see sample cover sheet attached to syllabus; make xerox copies for
yourself). Turn in two copies of your prompt: one to each instructor.

Prompts will receive a final grade when you turn in a “portfolio” of your six best prompts from the
semester. Place the original prompts (with our markings) in a folder with your name on it and include a
self-evaluation sheet, which details the criteria for evaluation. You will be given a non-binding, midterm
evaluation of three prompts on Wed. Feb. 20. You are given two free “misses” on the prompts. After
that, you start losing points from the final prompt grade at a rate of 10 points per missed prompt. In
other words, if you miss four prompts, you will lose 20 points from the final portfolio grade. Just
remember, missing a prompt means you have one less to choose from for your final portfolio.

Class Participation & Attendance

Class participation is encouraged and expected in this class. We will read aloud frequently from the texts
and everyone will have a chance to express their views about those texts. Prompts will encourage you to
have a stake in what happens in the classroom, so they anchor class discussion and should be taken
seriously. Please ask intelligent questions frequently--it will make the class more interesting. A
decentered classroom such as this presumes that the teacher does not know everything and that we are all
partners in learning. Some of the most interesting class discussions are the ones that arrive at questions
that we can not answer.

According to the Westminster College catalog, “students are expected to attend all sessions of each
class.” If you plan on not attending class, please let us know in advance of the class session. Students
who are consistent, thoughtful, active participants in class will be rewarded accordingly.

Requirements and Grading

Prompts (portfolio of six best due M 4/21) 100 pts

3-5 page paper (due M 2/18) 50 pts

5-7 page paper (due W 4/16) 75 pts

Midterm exam (W 2/20) 100 pts

Comprehensive final exam (TH 4/24) 100 pts

Class preparation & participation (see below) 75 pts
Final grade of ‘A’ (excellent) 465-500 pts
Final grade of ‘A-* 450-464 pts
Final grade of ‘B+’ 440-449 pts
Final grade of ‘B’ (above average) 415-439 pts
Final grade of ‘B-* 400-414 pts
Final grade of ‘C+’ 390-399 pts
Final grade of ‘C’ (average) 365-389 pts
Final grade of ‘C-* 350-364 pts
Final grade of ‘D+’ 340-349 pts
Final grade of ‘D’ (poor) 315-339 pts
Final grade of ‘D-* 300-314 pts

Final grade of ‘F’ (failure) 299 or below



Assignments

M 1/7: reflection on fall term, engagement issues, sign-up for conferences; all students should have
already read Luther for this class session--sent by email (bring a hard copy with your markings)
W 1/9: Montaigne, “Of Cannibals” (on reserve)

M 1/14: Shakespeare, The Tempest; Prompt #1: Does Prospero act ethically?
W 1/16: Shakespeare, The Tempest, continued

M 1/21: no class—college closed

T 1/22: (Academic Monday): Hobbes, Leviathan, Part I, Ch 13, Part Il, Ch. 17, Ch. 18 (to “payments be
avoided”), Ch 21 (on reserve); Prompt #2: Ask your own significant question, and answer it by analyzing
the text.

W 1/23: Locke, Essaying Concerning Civil Government (selections, on reserve)

(receive paper assignment #1)

M 1/28: Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morality (selections, on reserve) Prompt #3: In
reference to Hume’s argument for the basis of morality, create a thesis about what his view means for
what morality really is, or about what his view means for how we make ethical decisions.

W 1/30: Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” (p. 83-90); then read: Foundations of the Metaphysics of
Morals, Preface, First Section (p. 3-22).

M 2/4: Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals, Second Section (p. 22-63); Prompt #4: Looking
especially at mid-page 51 to the top of page 53: Interpret what Kant means by “dignity,” and create a
thesis about how/why it is so important to his view of morality.

W 2/6: Melville, “Bartleby the Scrivener” (on reserve)

M 2/11: Kafka, “The Metamorphosis” (on reserve): Prompt #5: Do you think Gregor Samsa is an
alienated character? If so, describe what you mean by alienation and identify the source(s) of his
alienation. If you don’t think alienation describes his situation aptly, choose another term and discuss it.
W 2/13: Kuper and Kafka, The Metamorphosis

M 2/18: no class—college closed
W 2/20: mid-term exam & midterm prompt portfolios due; Paper #1 due
Friday 2/22: instructors’ midterm evaluations due

College closed, 2/25-3/2, spring break

M 3/3: Valeri Fokin, dir. Prevrascheniye (80-90 min.)—in class screening
W 3/5: Mill, Utilitarianism, Ch. 1-3 (on reserve)

M 3/10: Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, First Essay (p. 10-34)

W 3/12: Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Second Essay (p. 35-67); Prompt #6: Choose one of the
following and create a thesis about the meaning of Nietzsche’s view: 1) punishment (definitions,
purposes, relation to morality, etc); 2) how and why a bad conscience is formed; 3) the origin of our idea
of god; 4) the free spirit.

(Receive paper assignment #2)

M 3/17: Nietzsche, Genealogy of Moral, Third Essay (p. 68-120)
W 3/19: Information Literacy Session (meet in Giovale Library, Room 115; Jennifer Foy)
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M 3/24: Toole, Confederacy of Dunces, pp. 1-206; Prompt #7: Is Ignatius J. Reilly a “heroic” figure? If
so, how does he fit into our Western tradition of heroes from Odysseus onwards? If he’s not, come up
with an alternative characterization of him.

W 3/26: Toole, Confederacy of Dunces, pp. 207-405

M 3/31: Marx: Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 (and other selections, on reserve);
Prompt #8: Why does Marx think that capitalism dehumanizes us? What makes us more human,
according to your reading of the text?

W 4/2: Beckett, Endgame

M 4/7: Maclntyre, After Virtue; Ch. 1-10
W 4/9: Maclintyre, After Virtue, Ch. 10-18

M 4/14: McCarthy, The Road, pp. 1-156; Prompt #9: What is this novel “about”? In support of your
answer, make sure to choose at least one significant passage and work closely with its language.
W 4/16: McCarthy, The Road, pp. 156-287; Paper #2 due

M 4/21: Final Class Day. Michel de Certeau, “Walking in the City” (on reserve); Final prompt
portfolio due: turn in 6 prompts in folder with evaluation sheet

TH 4/24, 2:00-3:50: FINAL EXAM (bring blue or black pen; exam booklets provided)

All papers are due on the due date at the start of class. Since we realize that computers break, printers
fail, and students get behind, we will accept papers for six days after the due date. After six days, papers
are no longer accepted. In fairness to students who have turned in work on time, late work will be
penalized as such:

up until 48 hours after due date: 10 pt reduction (or its equivalent on 100 pt scale)
up until 96 hours after due date: 20 pt reduction (or its equivalent on 100 pt scale)
up until 144 hours after due date: 30 pt reduction (or its equivalent on 100 pt scale)

Important Information

If you have a disability for which you will need accommodations in this class, please let us know as soon
as possible. You will be required to provide documentation of your disability to the Services with
Disabilities program in the START Center in Carleson Hall at 832-2280 (TDD 832-2286).

Please refer to the Academic Catalog or the Student Handbook for the College’s statement on academic
honesty, which is also excerpted below.

This syllabus is subject to change.



Class Preparation and Participation Criteria

The Honors Program consists of a community of students and professors working toward the common
goals of intellectual understanding, shared learning, and respect for the arguments of others. As such,
each member of this community has an obligation to participate in the conversations taking place within
the classroom. By coming to class prepared for discussion, you are bringing something of value into the
room. You should expect others to bring something of equal value. Prompts are designed to help you
prepare for such participation. The criteria for evaluating class preparation and participation appear
below.

Ratings (75 total points available):

Poor (11) Satisfactory (12) Very Good (13) Superior (14-15)
Preparation - Evidence shows preparation for the seminar (has

prepared notes and/or recalls the readings without the use of the open

text)

Attentiveness — Attention to the ideas of others and willingness to
engage them productively

Initiative — Willingness to direct the class’s attention to
significant ideas and or text.

Response - Quality of response reflects knowledge,
comprehension and application of the readings.

Discussion - Quality of response extends the discussion with
peers and reflects analysis, synthesis and evaluation.

Total/75



COVER SHEET FOR PROMPT #

“Finding a voice means that you can get your own feelings into your words and that your words have the
feel of you about them.” --Seamus Heaney, “Feeling Into Words” (1974)

NAME DATE

Please read this sheet after you have completed your prompt (though before our class session) and make a
check mark next to each item, where appropriate. Staple it to the top of the prompt.

This prompt contains:
some of my very best work. I'm proud of it.
very good. Almost my best work.
_______competent, but I hope to do better in the future.

not very good. Comments:

I have read the assigned material carefully and critically

In my prompt, | do not summarize the material but instead (check those that apply):
[J analyze the language of specific passages

[ ask interesting questions about the text

"1 make specific arguable claims about the text

"1 take intellectual chances in making assertions about the meaning of the texts

My prompt employs a vigorous, mature prose style

I address the specific question(s) listed on the syllabus and, if | do not, | point out why
and how my observations are related to the question(s)

If I am confused by anything in the text, | have highlighted that confusion and plan to
bring it up in class

I have put a star next to what I think is the most interesting or insightful passage in my
prompt

My prompt follows the appropriate MLA format in terms of layout, citation, and
headings as demonstrated in the writing sample handed out to all students

My prompt is typed
This cover sheet is stapled to the top of the prompt

My plans for improving my prompts in the future are:



Badenhausen & More

Midterm prompt portfolio evaluation

NAME

Gather together all your prompts and choose the three that represent your best work. Place them
in a folder along with this completed self-evaluation form. As with the prompt cover sheets, you will be
best served by an honest evaluation of your own work--check only the box that applies. Comment below
the grids and assign yourself a grade. You will receive the prompt folder back, along with a non-binding,
mid-term evaluation of the work on the prompts. Although this evaluation will have no bearing on your
final grade, it will at least give you a sense of what kind of work you have been doing so far.

*My records show

prompt(s) missed this term.

ALWAYS

OFTEN

SOMETIMES

RARELY/NEVER

Prompts go beyond
mere summary by
analyzing the language
of specific passages

Prompts ask interesting
guestions about the
texts

Prompts make specific,
arguable claims about
the material

Prompts take
intellectual chances in
their assertions about
the meaning of the texts

Prompts employ a
vigorous, mature prose
style

The writer uses the
prompts during in-class
discussion

I am satisfied with the
quality of my work in
the prompts

Please use this space to make any other comments

I believe the following grade accurately reflects the quality of the work done so far this semester, in light
of the criteria established above:

(fill in grade).




Badenhausen & More

Final prompt portfolio evaluation

NAME

Gather together all your prompts and choose the six that represent your best work. Place them in
a folder along with this completed self-evaluation form. As with the prompt cover sheets, you will be
best served by an honest evaluation of your own work--check only the box that applies. Comment below
the grids and assign yourself a grade. We will return the prompt folder, along with a final evaluation of

the work on the prompts.

*My records show

prompt(s) missed this term.

ALWAYS

OFTEN

SOMETIMES

RARELY/NEVER

Prompts go beyond
mere summary by
analyzing the language
of specific passages

Prompts ask interesting
guestions about the
texts

Prompts make specific,
arguable claims about
the material

Prompts take
intellectual chances in
their assertions about
the meaning of the texts

Prompts employ a
vigorous, mature prose
style

The writer uses the
prompts during in-class
discussion

I am satisfied with the
quality of my work in
the prompts

Please use this space to make any other comments:

I believe the following grade accurately reflects the quality of the work done this semester, in light of the
(fill in grade).

criteria established above:




Proofreading Marks

The following symbols or abbreviations might be used by the professor in the margins of your written
work. If you have any questions about those comments, make sure to ask about them.

agr faulty agreement (usually either s-v or pronoun agr)
adv adverb
adj adjective
awk awkward
cap capital letter
cs comma splice (two independent clauses separated by a comma)
frag sentence fragment (incomplete sentence lacking subject, verb, or both)
ital italics
Ic lower case
poss possessive
pv passive voice (inappropriate use of passive voice)
punct punctuation
rep repetition
run-on independent clauses fused without punctuation or conjunction
sent sentence
sp spelling
S-v subject-verb
tense incorrect verb tense
to be overdependence on forms of verb “to be,” which limits the expression of
the writer’s point
upper case
word choice

faulty parallelism

unclear or | don't know what you're trying to say
space

paragraph

does not equal

insert

delete

delete and close up

transpose elements

~ ~ - -~
P wemesEs
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Paper Comment Key
Your paper may also exhibit the following professorial marks:
Meaning
? It’s very difficult to see what you mean here.
CLAR Clarify. This makes some sense, but needs to be made more clear.

DEF You need to define your terms, so the reader will know what you're saying. Don’t use
dictionary definitions (i.e., conventional meanings) for key words under discussion.

EX You need to explain this point more fully.

MIS-U You’ve misunderstood the author's position.

OW This should be explained in your own words.

WW Appears to be the wrong word, or your choice of words is suspect.
Argumentative Support and Logical Connection

ARG You need to supply an appropriate argument for this claim.

CIRC Your reasoning appears to be circular. That is, you arrive at your conclusion by assuming
that it’s already been proven true. Never assume the truth of your conclusion.

COUNT-ARG You need to address the counter argument to this position.

EG An example of this would really help your paper.

EMPH This point must be emphasized; it’s very important to the discussion.

GAP There is a gap here. Show how one thing is supposed to follow from the other.
INCOMP This is incomplete. You've left out an important issue.

REL What is the relevance of this? How is it related to your thesis?

RHET-Q Replace this rhetorical question with an argument.

STRAW You've made this argument into a straw-man (made it weaker than it really is).

Form, Convention, and Style
AWK This is awkwardly structured or worded. Smooth it out.

CITE You need to cite a reference to support this assertion.



EW Excellent work!

GRAM This is a grammatical error. It’s a sentence fragment, or a noun-verb agreement error, an
ambiguous pronoun reference, a run-on sentence, or a punctuation error, et cetera.

NN This material is really not needed.

PAR This paragraph has more than one sub-topic in it. Give each point its own paragraph.
REDUN This is redundant.

SIMP Simplify. This is too wordy.

WS This is well-said; you’ve stated your point elegantly.

I This is clever, trenchant, or funny.

11
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WESTMI NSTER COLLEGE'S POLI CY ON ACADEMI C HONESTY

Westminster College of Salt Lake City operates on the assumption that all academic work is the honest
product of each student’s own endeavors. The faculty and staff at Westminster expect such integrity from
the students, and violations are cause for disciplinary action, including suspension, probation, loss of
credit, or expulsion from the College. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating,
plagiarism, and furnishing false or misleading information to any faculty or staff member.

Cheating on examinations includes, but is not restricted to, copying from another student’s exam paper,
using unauthorized notes during an examination, arranging for a substitute to take an examination, or
giving or receiving unauthorized information prior to the exam.

Cheating on written assignments includes plagiarism, collaboration with others, or submitting the same
material for more than one class without authorization of the instructor.

Plagiarism includes borrowing information or ideas, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, from any
source beyond one’s firsthand experience and not acknowledging the source. The student must give
credit for the material by identifying the source and using one of the generally accepted citation methods.

Initially, sanctions are the responsibility of the class instructor. The instructor may simply reprimand the
student, or may demand the work be repeated, or may give a failing grade for the assignment or exam in
guestion, or may give a failing grade for the entire course. In each case, a short report of the incident will
be filed with the appropriate academic dean.

In the case of repeated or more serious violations, the faculty member may recommend to the dean that
the student be put on probation, suspended, or expelled from the College. The dean’s recommendation
will then be sent to the Dean of Students. (Source: Westminster College Student Handbook).



